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PSP IFB SPECIFICATIONS
PSP Horses/Mounts

1.  GENERAL

The Pennsylvania State Police Tactical Mounted Section is currently in need of four (4) mounts/horses.  The purpose of this document is to provide vendors basic information needed for quoting prices for these mounts.  
The successful vendor is expected to supply horses in accordance with the specific requirements indicated below.
2.  REQUIREMENTS

The requirements of this agency for horses are:
a.   Breed-Draft Cross breeds are acceptable.
b.   Age-The horse shall be between the age of four (4) and eight (8) years old
c.   Height-The horse shall be at least sixteen (16) hands tall and not exceed 17.2 hands tall.
d.   Gender-The horse shall be a gelding, a castrated male horse.
e.   Conformation-Horses should possess the ideal conformation characteristics for supporting long term soundness and service, most specifically through the shoulder, hip, back and legs.
f. 	  Color-Any color is acceptable.  	  

2.1 SELECTION CRITERIA
Pennsylvania State Police Tactical Mounted Section personnel will administer a series of tests to the horse to determine whether it has the capability of becoming a police mount/horse.  The horse is required to pass these tests in order to be accepted into the Mounted Section training program.  These tests are described in the following section.


2.2 SELECTION EXERCISES / TEST
Listed below are several tests which provide insight into a mount/horse suitability as a Police Mount.  All tests shall be performed at a site to be determined by the Mounted Section.
a. Grooming – The horse must stand quietly for grooming, i.e. no biting or kicking.  Grooming to include picking up each hoof for inspection and cleaning, curry comb, soft and hard brush and combing for tail and mane.
b. Tacking – The horse must stand quietly for tacking, i.e. no biting or kicking.  Tacking will include accepting English tack.
c. Ground Manners – The horse must be able to be led from the ground with no vices, i.e. biting, crowding the handlers space.
d. Flat Work – The horse must walk, trot and canter without lameness to the left and right.  The horse must be able to pick up the correct canter lead to the left and right.  Horse must be able to side-pass both to the left and right.  The horse must be able to back up.  The horse must also, be able to turn on the forehand and haunches both to the left and right.
e. Sensory Work – The horse must be able to work while being ridden through smoke, water, around fireworks/flares, vehicles and loud music/noise.
f. Cross-Country – The horse must be able to walk out on his own or with a group outside of an arena setting.
g. Trailering – The horse must be able to be loaded and unloaded from a trailer.
h. Standing – Standing tied with no vices, i.e. no biting, kicking, pawing

2.3 TEMPERAMENT AND GENETIC DRIVES

Throughout the selection process, the horse must show that it possesses the temperament and genetic drives to work within the Pennsylvania State Police environment based on the following criteria:
a. Socialization – The horse must possess a sound temperament that will allow it to be approached by and work around groups of people without showing fear, distraction, or reacting aggressively.
b. Courage/Confidence – The horse must display lack of fear or minimal lack of fear for the following:
1. Unsure footing or change in footing
2. Moving vehicles
3. Loud noises
4. Other animals
5. Startling situations such as balloons popping
c. Drives – The horse shall possess, the willingness to try new things.

3.  REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION

The following documentation shall accompany the horse at the time of pickup:
a. Current vaccination records.
b. Current Negative Coggins
4.  PHYSICAL
The Pennsylvania State Police contracted Equine Veterinarian will perform a full pre-purchase exam.  The horse shall pass this exam in order to be excepted on a trial basis.
5.  MISCELLANEOUS
a. Horse must be currently trimmed/shod by a certified AFA (American Farrier’s Association) Farrier without the use of sedation.  
b. Horse must not need any kind of therapeutic or specialty shoeing, i.e. pads, wedges, egg bar shoes, heart bar shoes
c. Horse must come with a 14 day trial period.  If the horse does not pass the trial period it will be immediately returned.
d. Horse must come from a barn of 30 or more head of horses.
e. Horse must be acclimated to people to include children and other animals.
f. Seller must have sold horses to another Police Agency.
g. Horse must come with no dietary needs nor shall the horse need any medications.
h. Seller must have 30 + years of horse experience, to include but not limited to training horses and riders, stable management.
i. Seller must train and breed horses at their facility.
j. Seller must be willing to have barn/horses inspected by the Mounted Section any time during the contract.
k. Horse must be located within six (6) hours of the Mounted Section Stable, 171 E. Hersheypark Drive, Hershey, PA 17033
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